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Title: Lesson 7 — The Bible was Preserved and Copied

Text: Matthew 5:18


“Pursue the books of philosophers with all their pomp and diction.  How meager, how 
contemptible are they when compared with the Scriptures!  The majesty of the Scriptures 
strikes me with admiration.” Jean Jacques Rousseau


“Nor can we readily believe that God, who dictated and inspired each and every word to these 
inspired men, would not take care of their entire preservation…if men use the utmost care 
diligently to preserve their words…in order that it may not be corrupted, how much more…
would God take care of his word.” Francis Turretin


Let’s consider the preservation of Scripture by examining six concepts… 

1.  BIBLE PROMISES OF PRESERVATION 

“One hundred years from my day there will not be a Bible in the Earth except one that is looked 
upon by an antiquarian curiosity seeker.”  Voltaire


Isaiah 40:8


Isaiah 55:10-11


Mark 13:31


Matthew 24:35


Luke 21:33


1 Peter 1:24-25


2.  BIBLE WITNESS OF COPYING 

Exodus 31:18


Exodus 32:19


Exodus 34:1-3


Deuteronomy 6:8-9


Jeremiah 36:2


Colossians 4:16


3.  COPYING METHODS 

• Soferim (500 B.C. to 100 A.D.)


• Tannaim (200 to 500 A.D.)


• Masoretes (500 A.D. onward)


• “ …it may safely be said that no other work of antiquity has been so accurately 
transmitted.” William Henry Green




• The Roman Scriptorium (100-300 A.D. and beyond)


4.  PREVALENCE OF MANUSCRIPTS 

To date we have around 5,700 handwritten Greek manuscripts available for our observation.  
This number is staggering when compared to the number of ancient copies for other popular 
works.  Seven manuscripts of Plato’s writings are available.  There are ten documents backing 
Caesar’s works.  There are eight manuscripts to support the works of the celebrated Greek 
historian Herodotus. Twenty manuscripts are available of the writings of Tacitus, the famous 
Roman historian.  There are 643 manuscripts to back Homer’s works.


“…the New Testament is without doubt the best-attested book from the ancient world.” 
Norman Geisler and Frank Turek 


5.  HISTORICAL FINDS 

1947 — The Dead Sea Scrolls (Qumran Community)


6.  CONFIDENCE IN SCRIPTURE 

“Truth is immortal.” Balthasar Hubmaier  


Psalm 119:89


Psalm 119:96


“Happy is that man who possesses a Bible! Happier still is he who reads it! Happiest of all is he 
who not only reads it, but obeys it, and makes it the rule of his faith and practice!” J.C. Ryle


